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NDP ‐ Atamanenko Rallies Crowd at Calgary ‘Stop Slaughtering Us’ Billboard  
BC MP wants predatory horse meat business shut down 

 

Calgary, AB - Alex Atamanenko, MP (BC Southern Interior), along with expert horse advocates, 
addressed a crowd today at the anti-horse slaughter billboard recently erected on Barlow Street SE 
with sponsorship from the US based Angel Acres Horse Haven Rescue (AAHHR).   

According to the BC MP, all kinds of horses that are raised and medicated for every purpose other 
than the food supply are bought up at random by kill-buyers at auctions throughout Canada and the 
United States.  Since horse slaughter is prohibited in the US, they are transported to Canadian and 
Mexican slaughterhouses and their meat then sold for human consumption to European and domestic 
markets.  

Atamanenko has championed the cause with his Private Member’s Bill C-322, which has brought 
about the introduction of thousands of petitions in the House of Commons calling for an end to the 
slaughter of horses for human consumption.  

“It seems very clear that the horsemeat industry has been exempted from the same production 
standards required for beef and other food animals,” noted Atamanenko.  “Cattle farmers especially 
would be right to start questioning such an obvious double standard.” 

"Phenylbutazone, a drug commonly prescribed to horses, is not permitted to enter the food chain as it 
has been associated with serious health issues in humans," advised Dr. Sandie G. Hucal, a medical 
doctor who provides sanctuary for equines.  "But with horses entering the slaughter pipeline from 
many different sources, there is no guarantee that all horsemeat is free of this drug.  This presents a 
definite food safety risk." 

Sinikka Crosland, Executive Director for CHDC, pointed out that covert video footage captured at four 
separate equine slaughterhouses and released to her organization have repeatedly revealed 
unacceptable levels of suffering when horses are stunned. “This has led us to conclude that the 
humane slaughter of 'flight' animals such as horses is simply not possible," said Crosland. 

Bunnie Harasym, owner of Paradise Stable Horse Rescue in Saskatoon, noted that she has often seen 
the enormous capacity of horses to change people’s lives. “Horses provide security and self worth to 
the person who sees no future and they give hope and confidence to troubled teens, beaten women, 
and others lacking in self esteem - it is unacceptable that any horse should meet such a fate.”   

 “Clearly there are more reasons than not to shut down this predatory, cruel and inhumane industry 
which enables the inappropriate slaughter of 100,000 or more horses per year,” concluded 
Atamanenko.  
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