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Ten-year-old Heather Chisholm’s
eyes light up and her nose wrinkles
when she talks about her passion for
horses.

“They are just so cute,” she said as
she walked through the Bloomfield
barn where her mother, Jenn Roos,
boards her horse.

But that sweet, smiling demeanour
saddens when Heather talks about
how many standardbred race horses
in North America are slaughtered
after retiring from the race track and

have their meat shipped to Europe
and other parts of the world.

“Some of them have won tons of
money for their owners and then
that’s where they go when they can’t
race,”she said.“I don’t like it.”

The Grade 5 student at Lakefield
Elementary in Quispamsis has decid-
ed to do something about it.

Heather, an aspiring veterinarian,
has spearheaded a fundraising drive
this month to raise money for Mor-
ning Star Acres, a horse rescue lo-
cated in Harcourt,N.B.It has been re-
habilitating and finding new homes
for standardbreds since 1999. In the

last five years alone, it has found new
homes for 147 horses.

Heather, with help from her moth-
er and a small group of friends, is sell-
ing raffle tickets every lunch hour
at her school on a gift basket full of
horse and pony-related items. So far,
she’s raised more than $200.

“I want to get as much money as
possible to help the horses,”she said.

It’s an effort that is making her par-
ents proud, and is inspiring Gisele
Gariepy, the owner of Morning Star
Acres, who often dips into her own
savings to care for the rescued horses.

“To hear someone of her age have

that impact, I thought ‘wow,’ ” she
said. “I am amazed at what she’s
doing.”

*****
Heather’s love of horses – and ani-

mals in general – comes naturally.
Her mother, Jenn, started riding

when she was eight and owned her
first horse when she was 15. She took
a 10-year hiatus from riding to raise
her two daughters and then resumed
riding several years ago. Three years
ago, she purchased Cleo, a 13-year-
old thoroughbred Hannoverian
cross.

That was around the time Heather

started riding and fell in love with
horses.

“I just love them,” she said. “They
make you smile.”

During the summer, Heather takes
riding lessons at Northrup’s Training
Stables in Quispamsis and also visits
the Hampton Pony Club. This sum-
mer, she even leased a pony named
Cheyenne and rode her almost every
day.

Now, she likes to get out to the
Bloomfield stable at least once a
week to help her mother with her
horse, Cleo. But even that’s not
enough.

Standing up for horses
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Heather Chisholm, 10, with her mom’s horse, Cleo. ‘I want to get as much money as possible to help the horses,’ she said.
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“I could sleep here,”she said, stand-
ing in thebarn.
Heather became aware of the
slaughter of standardbred horses at
a recent visit to GreenhawkHarness
and Equestrian Supplies in Saint
John.
On display was a Breyer model of
a horse named Bull In The Heather,
an upset winner in the 1993 Florida
Derby.The description told the story
of“Bully,”who found a home at a re-
tirement facility for race horses. His
father, the 1986KentuckyDerbywin-
ner Ferdinand, was not so lucky. He
endedup ina slaughterhouse.
Heather, who became a vegetar-
ian earlier this year,was upset by the
story and discovered such fates await
many horses when their racing ca-
reers aredeemedover.
In fact, some Ontario veterinarians
are sounding the alarm on a grow-
ing problem in that province. This
spring, the provincial government
cancelled a slot machine program at
racetracks that generatedmillions in
revenue for the horse racing indus-
try. With the program slated to be
scrapped next year, the industry is fa-
cing dire straits. Race tracks are clos-
ing and some owners are no longer
able to afford to keep their animals.
Some are predicting that thousands

of standardbred horses will end up in
slaughter houses to be butchered for
meat.
Gariepy is aware of the problem
in Ontario. That’s where she moved
from in the1990s.She’s evenhadcalls
from people in Ontario looking to
send theirhorses toher facility.
“But we have to concentrate and
stick to the horses in New Bruns-
wick,” she said.“There are too many
inNewBrunswick thatneedhelp.”
Gariepy tells the story of Jimmy, a

painted pony she rescued in April
of this year. The owners were giv-
ing away the painted pony,who was
emaciated and blind, and posted an
adonKijiji.AlthoughGariepy tries to
focus on standardbred horses,which
sheworks to retrain and relocate, she
couldn’t overlook the sad-looking
pony. Since arriving atMorning Star
Acres, Jimmy has gained 135 pounds,
has become the facility’s mascot, and
is lovedbyeveryonewhovisits.
“He’s themost amazing little pony,”

she said.“He’s showed so much will
to stay alive….He’s themost loveable
thing.”

*****
When Heather discovered the ex-
tent of the problem with standard-
breds, she knew she had to do some-
thing. With help from her mother,
she researched rescue facilities and
learned about Morning Star Stables
here inNewBrunswick.
“I had the idea and I thought this is
what I want to do,” she said.“It’s not
just something Iwant to talk about.”
The idea for the fundraiser was
solely Heather’s, said her mother, a
girl she describes as empathetic,who
has donated her birthday money for
the last several years to the SPCA
and her $110 in allowance savings to
Need You Now Equine, an Ottawa-
based project to save horses found at
a feedlot. Roos supports her daugh-
ter’s efforts, believing the young girl
is learningmany life lessons from the
fundraising drive as well as gaining
leadership skills.
“I think she’s learning that one per-
soncanmakeadifference.”
Together,Heather and her mother
sought and bought items for the
raffle basket. It holds $150 worth
of items, including a ponies picture
frame donated by Greenhawk, a
fleece horse-themed blanket, a large
2013horse calendar,TheWild Stallion
DVD, a Schleigh model horse and
a Shleigh model Golden Retriever,
mini horse figures, POOP paper
(made from recycled horse poop), a
horse colouring book kit, a horse pen
and a horse lockable journal among
other items.

Then she recruited four of her
friends: Morgan Daley, Meaghan
Nouwens, Sophia Hiew and Sarah
Flemming. Together, they made
posters and began selling – with the
school’s approval – tickets in the
school lobby every noon hour. Tick-
ets are $2 for one or $3 for five. The
draw will take place at the end of
Novemberwith all proceeds going to
theHarcourt stables.
“I want to get as much money as
possible to help the horses,” said the
bubbly girl as she sat in the barn’s
warm tack room, playing with a
small gray and white cat.“They are
just so cute.”
For more information onMorning
Star Acres, visit morningstaracres.
webs.com. For more information
onNeed YouNow Equine, visit face-
book.com/NeedYouNowEquine.

Kâté Braydon Photo

Heather Chisholm started to ride horses when she was about seven.
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Heather Chisholm often helps take care of Cleo.
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Heather Chisholm says she could sleep at the barn she likes it so much.
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Heather Chisholm with her mom’s horse
Cleo.
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