CANADIAN HORSE DEFENCE COALITION RELEASES
ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT DOCUMENTS ON
LES VIANDES DE LA PETITE-NATION SLAUGHTER PLANT

July 2013

During the next few months, the Canadian Horse Defence Coalition
(CHDC) will be releasing information obtained from Canada’s Access
to Information Act. It is important to note that information requested
under this Act is neither complete nor timely.
Contrarily, the
information requested and received contained pages of blacked out
and/or blocked names and documents - and the government of
Canada delayed the partial release of the information by almost two
years. More information on Canada’s FOIA requests can be obtained
on the Government of Canada’s Justice Laws Website here.
The documents in question are in regard to the slaughterhouse that
was the subject of the CHDC’s December 3, 2011 investigation
‘Pasture to Plate’ at Les Viandes de la Petite-Nation (LPN) in SaintAndré-Avelin, Quebec. The full report can be viewed here.
Each slaughter plant is given a numerical designation by the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (CFIA). LPN’s designation is ‘establishment
505.’

FILE CASE #1
PREGNANT MARE ABOUT TO GIVE BIRTH
ILLEGALLY TRANSPORTED TO SLAUGHTER
The first case involves the transportation of a pregnant mare from the
United States on March 8, 2011.
The mare’s auction and USDA
slaughter tag numbers were 971 and 2976. She was part of a
shipment of 30 horses who were cleared for entry into Canada at the
(border) port of Sarnia, Ontario. These 30 horses came in under a
sealed load (CFIA Seals 186568-186570) and were cleared by border
officials as eligible for entry into Canada for slaughter at 1800 hours
(6:00 pm).
The consignment was from the CFIA’s shortened designation as
‘s.19(1)’ and otherwise known as Sugarcreek Livestock Auction in
Sugarcreek, Ohio, owned and operated by Leroy Baker.
Following is the CFIA Animal Inspection Certification, dated March 8,
2011 and the Health of Animals Act Requirement to Quarantine,
And/Or License to Transport Animals or Things. (As the 30 horses
were coming in under a sealed load, quarantine was not required.)
Please note, we have not deleted any names or information on these
documents; they are being shown as they were received.
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DOCUMENT 1
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DOCUMENT 2
4

At 9:00 am on the morning of March 9, the transport arrived at LPN
and was inspected by a CFIA official. Below is a copy of the CFIA
Inspector’s Transmittal Slip Investigation Non-Compliance and the
Inspector’s Non Compliance Report. Note that the report is in French –
a translation of the Inspector’s ‘remarks’ immediately follows.
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DOCUMENT 3
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Translation under ‘Description of violation or offence:
138 (2) Subject to subsection (3), no person shall load or cause to be
loaded on any railway car, motor vehicle, aircraft or vessel and no one
shall transport or cause to be transported an animal
(a) that by reason of infirmity, illness, injury, fatigue or any other
cause cannot be transported without undue suffering during
the expected journey;
(b) that has not been fed and watered within five hours before
being loaded, if the expected duration of the animal’s
confinement is longer than 24 hours from the time of
loading; or
(c) if it is probable that the animal will give birth during the
journey.
Quoted here is point 138 Sick, Pregnant and Unfit Animals from
Canada’s Health of Animals Regulations (C.R.C., c. 296), Canadian
federal laws that govern all animals, among them is transportation. To
learn more, go to this link.
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DOCUMENT 4
Lower left corner, États Unis translates to United States.
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DOCUMENT 5
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Translation from Inspector’s Remarks in Document 5:
On March 9, 2011 at 9:00 a.m., a load of 30 horses from (name
withheld) arrived at establishment 505. During unloading, (name
withheld) inspector at establishment 505 discovered that there was a
foal with its mother in the first section of the trailer.
Here is the sequence of events before the foaling and a declaration
collected by the Inspector at establishment 505:
While parked in a rest area around 1:15 am on the morning of March 9,
2011, the driver was awakened to noises coming from the trailer.
When he checked, he saw that there was a mare lying down. He
continued to observe the mare and around 2:00 am, he witnessed the
birth of the foal noting that it came out with no problems. At around
6:00 am, he called his boss to ask him what to do. The ‘boss’
contacted establishment 505.
At 9:00 am the load arrived at the slaughterhouse. The seals were
removed.
The colt was in the first section of the trailer with his mother and other
horses.
He seemed in good health.
(Name withheld) noted placenta residues and traces of blood where
the mare and foal were (see photos: placenta and traces of blood in
the trailer, trailer traces of blood).
(Name withheld), employee of the slaughterhouse, carried the foal in
his arms and brought him into the barn with his mother. The rest of the
load were fine.
On March 10, 2011 at 8:00 am, I looked at the mare and foal. They
seemed in good health (see photos: mare and foal 01, mare and foal
02, detail mare, foal detail). I discussed the case with (name withheld).
Around 13:30 (1:30 pm), the foal was euthanized for humane reasons.
The mare was shot, in normal fashion, around 14:45 (2:45 pm).
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DOCUMENT 6

(TRANSLATION: MARE AND FOAL)
The photo accompanying the report is not picture quality; it is made
from a photocopier. This is how the mare and her foal appeared in the
stall as shot from above where they spent approximately 28 hours
before they were both killed. They do not appear to be draft horses,
possibly thoroughbred, standardbred and/or quarter horse type and/or
grade light-boned horses.
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DOCUMENT 7
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Translation of Document 7 (top):
I recommend that the offender be prosecuted. The owner of the horse
should be aware of the state of gestation of the mare before sending to
the livestock auction. Lately, I noticed almost full-term fetuses during
my post-mortem examinations. People should be made aware of this.

DOCUMENT 8
13

Translation/notes from Document 8:
Under ‘Vehicle Description’ the colour is noted as Black (NOIRE), with
a length of 53 feet and is a single decker. The tractor license plate is
RE86299. Under ‘Driver Information’ the driver is from Quebec.

DOCUMENTS 9, 10 AND 11 SHOW DETAILS ON THE TRAILER
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DOCUMENT 12
TRANSLATION IN DOCUMENT 12:
On March 17, 2011, the following CFIA document was filed by the
veterinarian, recommending a monetary sanction in violation of the
Health of Animals Act, 138(2)c.
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DOCUMENT 13
Translation of Document 13:
The owner of the horse was certainly aware. It is forbidden to
load/transport an animal that will is about to give birth. Evidence
confirms birthing. “In a trailer.” (15/03/2011) NOTE: Yesterday while
visiting, I was informed of another mare that aborted a foal, but not fullterm…
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CONCLUSION AND AFTERMATH
It is not known what monetary amount was recommended as a
sanction against Sugarcreek Livestock Auction/Leroy Baker. This is
privileged information and not available for public consumption.
Additional information on Agriculture and Agri-Food Administrative
Monetary Regulations can be found on the Justice Laws Website here.
It is also not known whether Leroy Baker fulfilled his obligations. It is
known that Baker, the largest supplier to LPN during the Pasture to
Plate timeframe (July 11 and 12) was allowed to continue to supply the
slaughterhouse four months later. If Sugarcreek/Baker have been
prosecuted under the CFIA’s Prosecution Bulletins, their name is not
apparent. As most of the cases on the Bulletins list are several years
old, perhaps judgment has yet to be released. Information on the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s Prosecution Bulletins can be
found at this link.
The CFIA does publish quarterly reports on their Administrative
Monetary Penalties (AMPS), however the reports are a lump sum of
monies across the provinces and except for a small section on ‘repeat
offenders’ very little can be gleaned. You can peruse the site at this
link.
Pregnant mares continue to be shipped to slaughterhouses in Canada,
in violation of Canada’s Health of Animals Act. The enforcement at
auction, the border control and at the slaughter plant is minimal and
questionable. While Canada has no jurisdiction over the regulation of
humane transport south of the border, it does have regulations specific
to the importation of animals deemed at risk for transportation. It is
important to note also that the UDSA has these same rules governing
the exportation of mares that are close to term from being transported
for slaughter, however, as in Canada, these laws are seldom enforced
and largely ignored.
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Unanswered questions arise:
Why was this pregnant mare allowed to be sold as a meat horse at
auction? Pregnancy would have been visibly and quite obviously
apparent.
Did the border inspection do their due diligence?
Why was the transport driver allowed to continue to the slaughter plant
after the mare gave birth instead of being advised to offload the mare
and foal at some contingency point? Surely, the most humane action
not taken would be to allow the mare and her foal to rest outside of the
confines of the cramped trailer and amid twenty-nine other stressed
horses.
Perhaps the biggest and the most unfathomable question is: who
deliberately sent this mare to auction in this advanced state of
pregnancy knowing full well she was destined to be purchased by a kill
buyer? There is something deeply abhorrent and intensely troubling
about the lack of compassion and ruthlessness that precipitated this
act.
The mare and her foal arrived in ‘good health’ in spite of her
unimaginable journey – the veterinarian reported that both the mare
and the foal were in ‘good health’ 24 hours later. And yet the decision
to, first kill the foal by euthanasia (one can only hope by chemical) and
then routinely shoot the mare several hours later was taken.
Perhaps the most troubling question – and one that is forever at the
forefront of all of the CHDC’s past and present investigations and one
that thousands upon thousands of Canadians have pondered with the
same disgust and incredulity – is why Canada allows and abets such
an appalling industry to continue.

18

BILL C-322 AND DO IT NOW LINKS
Please support Private Members’ Bill C-322 - An Act to amend the
Health of Animals Act and the Meat Inspection Act (slaughter of
horses for human consumption) and be the voice for this mare and
foal – do not allow the atrocities they had to endure to stand as a file
number on a CFIA report.
Following is the link to the Do It Now page on the CHDC web site.
Please consider any and all actions you can take to help us end the
horror our horses endure by visiting our website here.
If anyone has further information on this mare (auction tags 2976 and
971) sold at Sugarcreek Auction likely on Tuesday, March 8, 2011,
please
do
not
hesitate
to
contact
the
CHDC
at
info@defendhorsescanada.org – confidentiality assured.
The CHDC is a not-for-profit organization and welcomes any feedback
on any and all investigations and/or campaigns. Please help us to
continue our work to secure Canadian government legislation to
prohibit our horses here in Canada, and those that are imported from
the United States, from being slaughtered for human consumption.
Any and all donations are welcome – no donation is too small. Further
information on how to donate is available on our web site and our blog.
www.defendhorsescanada.org
www.canadianhorsedefencecoalition.wordpress.com
Facebook
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