
 

 

Calgary Police Service 
5111 47 St. N.E. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
T3J 3R2 

July 18, 2013 

Attention:  Police Chief and Executive Rick Hanson,  Deputy Chief Roger Chaffin, Deputy Chief Daroux,  and Deputy 
Chief Murray Stooke 

As a group of horse protection advocates, we are deeply disturbed to see that the Calgary Police Department are 
participating in a rodeo.  Many Canadian rodeo aficionados cite tradition, culture and athleticism as justification for 
events such as steer-riding, wild horse wrangling, and calf-roping.  But in the face of increased public critique, animal 
welfare groups are helping to shed light on the cruelty of these events. Grassroots movements of Canadians say things 
need to change.  

Tradition and heritage are two very emotional words, heavy with meaning.  Yet, despite those historical connections, 
the Catalonians have banned bullfighting, which was intensely tied to their nationhood and heritage.  The British have 
outlawed foxhunting as well as rodeos. Auckland, New Zealand also prohibits rodeos, as have the Netherlands.  Many 
cities in the US have banned various elements of rodeos such as roping, spurs, and whips.  Nevada’s state veterinarian 
says that roping animals causes them to get “hurt too often.”  Rodeos are indeed a brutish business for animals and 
people.  

Animal welfare groups, including the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA), also 
object to rodeos. The ASPCA calls them “a cruel form of entertainment that involves the painful, stressful and 
potentially harmful treatment of livestock.”  Despite the potential for animal injuries, at many small rodeo events, 
sometimes a veterinarian is not even present.  The Vancouver Humane Society was instrumental in bringing 
international focus to the issue of rodeos in Canada, via the League Against Cruel Sports.  We are now seeing 
international opposition to rodeos in Canada and the general public are becoming less tolerant of events that try to 
justify their use of animals as “entertainment.”   

The Canadian Horse Defence Coalition believes that it’s possible to celebrate western heritage without harming 
animals. In fact, the Cloverdale Rodeo in British Columbia dropped steer wrestling and other rodeo events from their 
calendar, and yet they still continued to draw record crowds to their event. Please reconsider holding any event that is 
not supported by animal welfare organizations or veterinarians.  Please give consideration to participating in an 
evolved community event that does not cause fear, stress and risk of injury and death to animals. 

Sincerely, 

 

Heather Clemenceau 

Director, Canadian Horse Defence Coalition 

150 First St., P.O. Box 21079 
Orangeville, ON L9W 4S7 
Canada 


