
 
 
 

Order Paper Q-129 January 27, 2014 
 
With regard to the horse slaughter industry in Canada: 
 
(a) what is the  government’s policy on requiring medical history on equine 
identity  documents (EID) only for the last six months of a horse’s  life, and not for  an entire 
lifespan;  
(b) does the government have information on what  happened to the meat from the racehorse 
Backstreet Bully, who had been administered several courses of a variety of banned 
medications throughout its lifetime, prior to being sold into the slaughter pipeline, and what 
are  the details of Backstreet Bully’s EID and all other traceability documents  and records; 
c) does the government have information on what happened to the meat from the racehorse 
Silky Shark, who had been administered the drug  phenylbutazone prior to being sold into the 
slaughter pipeline, and what are  the details of Silky Shark’s EID and all other traceability 
documents and records; 
(d) what system is in place for owners to report the history of  banned drugs they have 
administered to a horse that they previously owned,  when they discover that a subsequent 
owner has sold that horse into the slaughter pipeline; 
(e) when such instances as mentioned in 



(d) are reported, and it is found that the meat was sold as human food, what system  is in 
place to recall that meat from domestic and international retailers, 

(i) how many such instances have been reported,  
(ii) what were the results  of the government’s investigations into these reports; 

(f) how does the  government keep count of the number of horses being imported from the 
United  States (U.S.) for slaughter; 
(g) how does the government explain the discrepancy between the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency (CFIA)/Agriculture  Canada and U.S. Department of Agriculture figures;  
(h) what were the findings of the government’s investigation into the large numbers of 
emaciated horses arriving from the U.S. in 2011 destined for Les Viandes de  la Petite-Nation 
slaughter plant, and what system has the government put in place to quell these importations; 
(i) what system has the government put in  place to quell the loading and importation of near-
term pregnant mares  arriving into Canada from the U.S.;  
(j) what actions or procedures were taken by the government to address the potential 
biohazard noted in the June 2011 Verification Report by the plant inspector at Les Viandes de 
la Petite-Nation slaughter plant, namely, that not only was blood visible to the naked eye but 
that there were improperly cleaned saw blades upon the  resumption of horse slaughter 
following the slaughter of cattle;  
(k) how many racehorses (Thoroughbreds and Standardbreds) were processed at Canadian 
abattoirs in each of the years between 2007 to 2013, and how many of these  horses were 
pregnant; 
(l) what number or percentage of horses currently  being slaughtered have been raised 
expressly for human consumption, broken  down by 

(i) Canadian horses, 
(ii) U.S. horses; 

(m) what is the overall value  to the Canadian economy in terms of job numbers and 
contribution to the  Gross Domestic Product (GDP) by 

(i) the horse slaughter industry, 
(ii) the equine industry;  

(n) is there any regulatory requirement for veterinarians,  prior to administering medications 
to horses, to question owners about the  likelihood of them being sold into the slaughter 
pipeline for human  consumption; 
(o) has the government engaged in discussions with U.S. officials with a view to implementing 
an equine passport or other system to  record the medical history of all U.S horses beginning 
at birth and, if so, 

I. what was the outcome of these discussions, 
II. on what dates did these  discussions occur; 

(p) how many equine fatalities and injuries have occurred  during the live shipment of horses 
from Canada to Japan while loading the animals onto aircraft or in flight, and what were the 
circumstances surrounding these fatalities and injuries, for the period January 1, 2008 
to  August 30, 2013; 
and 
(q) is it the government’s policy to make publicly available the names of all meat-processing 
companies that are licensed to  export horsemeat, as well as the countries they are licensed to 
export to? 


