
According to the American Horse Council, there are 
approximately 9.2 million horses in the USA*  

 
 
 

 4.6 million Americans are involved in the industry as horse owners, 
service providers, employees and volunteers. Tens of millions more 
participate as spectators. 

 2 million people own horses. 
 The horse industry has a direct economic effect in the USA of $39 billion 

annually. 
 The industry has a $102 billion impact on the U.S. economy when the 

multiplier effect of spending by industry suppliers and employees is 
taken into account.  This includes off-site spending of spectators 
resulting in an even higher figure. 

 The industry directly provides 460,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) jobs. 
 Spending by suppliers and employees generates additional jobs for a 

total employment impact of 1.4 million FTE jobs. 
 The horse industry pays $1.9 billion in taxes to all levels of government. 

 
*(http://www.horsecouncil.org/national-economic-impact-us-horse-industry) 

 



In its 2010 study, Equine Canada reported there 
were just under one million horses in Canada.  

We know that the economic contribution of live 
horses is much greater than Canada’s 

approximately $90 million horse slaughter 
industry. 

 
For example, in 2008, Dr. Bob Wright of  OMAFRA 
(Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural 

Affairs) published the results of a study titled 
“Economic Impact of the Ontario Horse Industry”.   

 
This study illustrates how much the live horse 

industry contributes to the economy of the 
province of Ontario. 

 
The study (shown right) summarized that: 

 
 There are 379,412 horses in Ontario at 48,099 

facilities, 
 The annual economic impact is $675.5 million, 

The total economic impact in fixed assets is 
$6.9 billion, 

 $199.4 million is spent annually on hay, grain 
and bedding. 

 Veterinary care and farrier costs are also 
contributing factors.  

 Note these are figures for Ontario – only one 
province in Canada. 
 

 



 
Chapter 5 Summary: “The 
Economic Contribution from 
Horses”: 
 
 The horse industry 

contributes more than 
$19 billion annually to the 
Canadian economy. 

 
The chart on the right shows 
the small percentage (1%) of 
Canadian horses that 
become meat horses.  This 
verifies that horse slaughter 
is not vital to the horse 
industry, nor the Canadian 
economy. 

Based on their respondents, Equine Canada’s 2010 study on the 
economic impact of the horse industry in Canada offers key 

information. 



Compare the previous 
data for Canada’s live 

horse industry to 
horsemeat export 

values shown in this 
chart. 

Contribution to the 
Canadian economy: 

Live horses $19 billion 
Dead horses $89 million  

Once a  
horse has gone to 

slaughter, that horse’s 
care can no longer 
contribute to the 

economy.   
He’s gone for good. 

 
The only ones who 

profit from slaughter 
are the auction houses, 

kill buyers and 
slaughter plant owners.   
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